212                         PEAKS   AND   LAMAS

needed could be carried in a small van. For our permits, and for
information about the Treaty road to Leh in general, we applied
to the Residency office where we met the secretary, a Panjabi
called Khan Muhammad Din, who had been sixteen times to
Ladak. From the first moment of being introduced to him we
perceived that we were dealing with a man of unusual insight
and kindness: this early esteem became cemented into still
closer friendship in the course of subsequent meetings in Leh.
I am glad to take this opportunity of expressing our thanks to
him once again.

We did not, of course, think of leaving Kashmir before pay-
ing a visit by boat across the marshes and lakes to the famous
Mughal pleasances of Nishat and Shalimar, the first built by
Shah Jahan and the second by his father Jahangir. The craft
used was not the swift shikdra, which is the easiest method of
communication on these waters, but a massive barge with a
hut woven of rushes in the centre, in which the boatman
and his family slept and cooked. These barges are punted
in leisurely fashion through the reed-fringed channels .that
offer a passage in the tangle of pond-weeds which choke a
great part of the lakes. Huge pink lotuses lift their heads
high out of the water; they are much overpicked by natives,
who offer them in bunches to tourists. In quiet backwaters the
surface is starred with a small yellow water-lily. Villages and
cottages, surrounded by fertile market gardens, occupy the solid
ground, while floating islands formed of water-weeds bound
together, on which fomatoes and marrows are planted, allow
the peasants to push their productive holdings out on to the sur-
face of the lake itself.

Punting up one of the water-alleys cleared in the reeds, we
reached the steps of Nishat, below the principal pavilion of
the garden, which is a simple building with projecting balconies
closed with the usual lattices. Some officious hand has thought
fit to fix a notice with the name Nishat in large block letters
in the middle of the facade.

This dream-garden is planned on the classical Mughal model,
with a row of water-channels and fountains passing down the
centre and out through the main pavilion itself. The water
comes from a source in the hills which form a steep background
fco the garden, and flows down a series of terraced levels, leap-,
ing each wall by an ornamental shoot. Lawns, lika the softest